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THE FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF GREENLAWN
August 9, 2026 — 10:30 a.m.
The Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost

GATHERING MUSIC Leonora Knight
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

THE RINGING OF THE BELL Dan Charnews /Tyler Hago/ Glenn Jahier
CALL TO WORSHIP

Over the wind and waves, Christ comes to us.
Do not fear to meet Christ here.

We have heard the invitation.

Our hopes have brought us together.

The storms of life do not have the last word.
Our faith keeps us from sinking.

Our doubts lead to greater faith.

Our losses open us to greater possibilities.
Let us call on God’s name and give thanks.
Let the hearts of all who seek God rejoice.

We will sing of God’s wonderful works.

We will share with others God’s marvelous deeds.

*HYMN # 274 O God of Earth and Space LEONI

O God of Earth and space, of sea and fire and air,
Your providence surrounds us here and everywhere.
In fruit and grain and tree, in shelter from the cold,

In cooling breezes, flowing wells, now as of old.

Where faithfulness is shown, where love and truth abound,
Where beauty graces human life, there You are found.
Inspirer of all thought! Creative force of art!

The melody on every tongue, in every heart!

Wherever freedom reigns, where sin is overthrown,
Where justice fused with mercy rules, there You are known.
Give us the courage clear to make the Earth a home
For all to live in harmony in Christ’s shalom.

*Those who are willing and able are invited to stand.
Congregation reads aloud the words in bold italics.



Your word commands response and summons us to life.
We follow, strengthened by Your grace, in calm of strife.
Our ever-present help, our challenge and our prod,
We praise You now and to life’s end, eternal God.

CALL TO CONFESSION

PRAYER OF CONFESSION

God, we confess that we are dreamers more intent on our own importance
than on Your vision for us. We like our favored position on this Earth, and we
are jealous of those who possess more than we do. We want to walk on water
before we have learned to stand upright on the land. We want to rise above
others rather than reaching out with helping hands, that all might be uplifted by
You. We pray for pardon, for greater insight, for another chance to live and
serve with faithfulness. Amen.

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS

*GLORIA PATRI
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be.
World without end. Amen, Amen.

PRAYER CONCERNS Elders Arlissa Dean / Betty Chatfield

PASTORAL PRAYER & THE LORD’S PRAYER

... All this we pray in Jesus’ name, saying, Our Father, who art in Heaven,
hallowed be Thy name. Thy Kingdom come. Thy will be done on Earth as it is
in Heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts as we
forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the Kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.

Congregational Response:
Breathe on me, breath of God. Fill me with life anew.
That I may love what Thou dost love, and do what Thou wouldst do.

INVITATION TO OFFERING

*DOXOLOGY Praise God from Whom all blessings flow.
Praise Him all creatures here below
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host.

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.



*PRAYER OF DEDICATION

O God, we cannot deceive You with the appearance of generosity. You know
how we manage the wealth entrusted to our care. Help us to know the joy of
sharing from the abundance You provide. Help us to trust when we feel we do
not have enough. We give thanks that You enable us to be givers, and not just
receivers. May what we offer here provide a helpful ministry to others. Amen.

THE READING OF SCRIPTURE Psalm 85:8-
13

Matthew 14:22-23
SERMON “Impossible?” Rev. Dr. Van Cleef
*HYMN # 364 1 Sing a Song of the Saints of God GRAND ISLE

I sing a song of the saints of God, patient and brave and true,
Who toiled and fought and lived and died for the Lord they loved and knew.
And one was a doctor and one was a queen,
And one was a shepherdess on the green.
They were all of them saints of God, and I mean, God help me to be one, too.

They loved their Lord so dear, so dear, and God’s love made them strong.
And they followed the right, for Jesus’ sake, the whole of their good lives long.
And one was a soldier, and one was a priest,

And one was slain by a fierce, wild beast!

And there’s not any reason, no, not the least, why I shouldn’t be one, too.

They lived not only in ages past, there are hundreds of thousands still.
The world is bright with the joyous saints who love to do Jesus’ will.
You can meet them in school, or in lanes, or at sea,

In church, or in trains, or in shops, or at tea,

For the saints of God are just folk like me, and I mean to be one, too.

*BENEDICTION

*CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE:
God be with you till we meet again.
Loving counsels guide, uphold you, with a shepherd’s care enfold you.
God be with you till we meet again.

Till we meet — till we meet — till we meet at Jesus’ feet.
Till we meet — till we meet — God be with you till we meet again.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
POSTLUDE





